mental Rights, the clauses for the protection of minor-
ities, and a scheme for the administration of the tribal
and excluded areas, and to advise whether these rights
should be incorporated in the Provincial, Group, or
Union constitution.
21.    His Excellency the Viceroy  will  forthwith
request the Provincial Legislatures to proceed with
the election of their representatives and the States to
set up a Negotiating Committee. It is hoped that the
process of consitution-making can proceed as rapidly
as the complexities of the task permit so that the
interim period may be as short as possible.
22.   It will be  necessary to negotiate  a  Treaty
between  the  Union  Constituent  Assembly   and  the
United Kingdom to provide for certain matters aris-
ing out of the transfer of power.
23.   While the constitution-making proceeds, the
administration of India  has  to   be   carried on.   We
attach the greatest importance therefore to the setting
up at once of an interim Government having the sup-
port of the major political parties.   It is essential dur-
ing the interim period that there should be the maxi-
mum of co-operation in carrying through the difficult
tasks that face the Government of India.   Besides the
heavy task of day-to-day administration, there is the
grave danger of famine to be countered;  there are
decisions to be taken in many matters  of  post-war
development which will have a far-reaching effect on
India's future; and there are important international
conferences in which India has to be represented.   For
all these purposes a Government having popular sup-
port is necessary. The Viceroy has already started dis-
cussions to this end, and hopes soon to form an Interim
Government in which all the portfolios, including that
of War Member, will be held by Indian leaders having
the full confidence of the people.    The British Gov-
ernment, recognising the significance of the changes
in the Government  of  India,  will  give the  fullest
measure of co-operation to the Government so form-
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